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PLA And well 
=—t we'll finally 
feel like 
deep we're glad to 
inour have lived, 
hearts. 


{ ten 
\ years? 


; [weit 
y { be 20 
then, / 


( well, that 


comes 
\ earlier. / 


But, 
ident) 
feel like 
Tbe able 
todoit. / 





we haven't 
| found anyone 
‘we want to 


as fellow 


“people left 
on the shelf"? 


Would you 
want to be 
with me... 





Asif 
| would 


ever go 
unsold. 
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it seems 
Ihada 
dizzy 
spell, 


and fell 
uncon- 
scious. 


the 19th 
"I'm really 
sorry" of 
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TAN N 

SSX 

S \ 

y They i 
were all 
second- 
hand. 








Purchases 
“| I'd made 
S| with careful 


‘| consider- 
; ation... 





they 
seemed 
the only 
things left 
that could 
get me any 
money. 





























But 
my room 
lacked even 
acomputer 
oraTV. 




































































to sell 
some 


books. 













































































Nothing 
like that. 











something 


Not baa so waste- 
nutritiona ful? 


value. 





It'll take 
about thirty 
minutes 
to evaluate. 



























































It's not like 
it's anything 
recent. 


things 


got that 


That's Way: 
not my 
interest. 


hurting 
for money, 
right? 


1A 


nit: 
a hee 





You wanna ‘y 
sell some , } 

\ ofyour = / Al 
lifespan? /))f)) 














Oh, 
but, 
it's not like 
I'm the one 
buying it. 





Couldn't I know it 


blame you 3 sells for 
for thinking 


Or thinking 
his old coot's 
gone senile. 





But if you 
want to 
entertain my 
nonsense, 


go takea 
look, I'll tell 
you where. 








On the 
fourth 
floor of 
anearby 
building, 





there's 
a shop 

that buys 
lifespan. 





In short, 
this is what 
he told me. 


By 
that 
met- 

ric, 


"How rich 
would the 
life you 

the Ht 
value can 
fluctuate 
a lot. 


would have 
lived been?" 


It differs 
from 
person 
to person. 





and you've 
got decent 
taste in 


Idon't 

but you really know 

don't look you much 

likeabad —atall, 
guy, 











Besides 
lifespan, 


apparently 
they'll buy 
"time" and 
"health" too. 











Must have 
some value, 
iifelaleg 





Could 
tell you 
any details. 


It's not like 
I've ever sold 
any of it. 


What's the 
difference 
between 
lifespan and 
time? 

















wouldn't 
thatjustbe fam 

too good ee 
tobe true? [iim 


It could 


only be the 


fantasy of 


an old man 


nearing 
his death. 





















































What 
kinda turn 


of events 


is this? 











Basically, 
the same let go of 


reaction a so many 
as the old TT CDs?" 
# bookstore whe 


vi 








to sell them. 





| explained 
why I had no |/ // like 
choice but iA, » before, 











I'm pretty 
into your : 
taste in truth is, 


I've got 
somethin’ 
good for 
you. 











But just 
between us, 
a'ight? 





So, 


maybe 
I shouldn't 
really be 
tellin’ you... 





there's 
ashop 
where they'll 
buy your 
lifespan! 








it seemed 

this man 
had in fact 
sold some 
lifespan. 


It was 
more or 
less just 

what the 
old man 
said, 








much did 
it go for? 


Was it in 
vogue to 
make fun of 
poor people? 

















Can't 
really tell 
you that. 











his 
directions 
perfectly 
matched 
the old 
man's. 












































myself 
standing 
in front 
of that 
building. 























y // | \t's not like 
| thought AM / | believed 
of it like ss their story. 

this. [ 

















Circumstances kept them 
from saying it directly, 


but there was some 
lucrative job offered there 


that was "at the risk of 
shortening your lifespan." 


And that's 
what they 
really 
wanted 
to share 

ith me. 


\ 
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Your 
evaluation 



















When 
they first 
mentioned 
"selling 
lifespan," 














click 


ack 1A 
4“ 





what 
immedi- 

ately came 

to mind 














morality \ 
lesson from 

elementary 
school. 


and that 

it's more 
valuable than 

anything. 


You've 
thatit's all been 
something told 
that can't be 
replaced, 








were given 
a monetary 
how much Value, 
do you think 
it would be 
worth? 


But if a 
human 
life 








That's what 
lreadina 
book once. 


The class's 
biggest 
smart-aleck [7 
answered. 


over the 
course of 
their life, 


earns about 

100 million 
to 300 

million yen. 








\ Even if 
you might you asked 
get that an adult, 
same answer. 

















| want you 
to get away 
from that 
line of for right 


pay, thinking. 


someone 
said this 
to you. 











Would ya 
let me 


That life 
you're 
gonna 

have it all Z lead... 
for myself?” 








You'd die, 
surely. 


if | did 
sell it? 


z So of 

you'd want course, 
to refuse 
this offer. 











"Well, 
just half 
offthe Wanna _ is fine. 
sixty you just sell 
have me thirty 
ica years 


would keep 
hanging on. 





If it went 
down like 
that, | really 
might feel 
like selling. 








It would 
have to 
Ersi(ela) 


a per-year 
value to your 
lifespan, yes? 


here's the 
question. 





But | want to 
know how you 
came to your 
answer. 


I'll tell 


there's you in 
no right advance, 
answer. 











If they’re 
E{ere) 
million 


| could be 
at least 3 
billion 


Well, ifa 
whole life is 
about 300 
million yen... 








.-Said one 
girl with 
gloomy 

prospects. 


You can't 
assigna 
value toa 
person's 
life! 











If we're 
talking the 
chance to 
yeah, live her 
| wouldn't — |ife, 
give that 
a value. 





The wise- 


thought cracking 

similarly clown 
tome, You getin 
every class 


and had 
a self- 
depre- 
cating 
laugh 

about it. 





you guys But if | 

wouldn't were 

even pay selling 

300 yen, my life, 
would you? 











But a right 
answer of 
sorts did 


As it 
hap- 
pens, } 


the teacher 
said that 
there was 
"no right 
answer." 














I did 














in fact 
sell my 
lifespan 
and 
learn its 


value. 






















































| hope 
it sells for 
ot... 
































Itriedto | /@ waiting 
makea | | for the 
low-ball WW evalu- 
estimate ; ation, 

of how . 

much my 

life was 

going to be. 





























Compared 

















tomy 
"3 billion" 
from when 
Iwas a kid, 
I'd 

forgot- it wasa 

ten that rather 

thought modest 





'had. estimate. 






















Your 
evaluation 
has been 
completed. 





| didn't 
recall ever 
giving them 
my name, 


or any 
form of 
identi- 
fication. 























I guess 
that 
since the fol- 


business lows, 
here goes 
beyond 
common 
sense. 





they 
knew it, 

some 
way or 
another. 


And 
yet, 


























































































are your 
results... 








What 
would you 
like to do? 













If | lived 
for eighty 
more 




















years, 
that 
would be 
24 million 
in all. 


















Surely that's 
too cheap by 
any means? 

















Concerning 
your per-year 

























You 
were given 
the bare 
minimum of 
10,000 yen. 


\ 


And as you 


have thirty 

years and 
three months 
remaining... 











be able 


leave here 


with up to 
300,000 yen. 




















There on the form 
were my results, 


many orders of magnitude 
below my expectations. 


estimate 


we xusunold 


90.000 
nares ve 2 — 
eS _ 
s 0 008 








your stan- 


dards. 
















are carried detailed Sigh 4 

out by evalu- 
aseparate ations 
consulting 


body, 








so | don't 
know the 
specifics 
myself. 












The 
degree 
such which 









can 
greatly 
affect the 


Orso value. 


| hear. 


factors are 
present 



















How 


happy 
a life it is, 





how it 
makes others 








shot 
the value 
of your 
remaining 











how much 
it contri- 
butes to 
society, 


achieve 
any 
dreams, 
jon't 
contribute 




















Where can! 
look to for 
salvation...? 


dreams 
are ach- 
ieved, 








keeping | sold off 
only three all thirty 
months. years, 























| thought 
I'd grow up 
to be famous. 


| looked 
down 
on the 
children 
around me. 


| didn't 
have the 


so naturally, 
my class- 
mates were 
unsympa- 
thetic. 








ENE 
got perfect 
scores on 
tests, 


but | wasn't 
the only 
one who 
could do 
that. 

















Because of 
So at least ees Ouers 
neither of 
on the us could be 
surface, we x¢ number 
quarreled. one. 








who could 

talk to each 
other on our 
same level. 


we were 
the only 
ones 








so we'd 
played 

together 
since 

infancy. 


| suppose 
the term 
"childhood 
friends" 
would apply. 


our 
houses 
andour were 
parents very 
were close, 
friends, 














brought 
we turn us to this. 
twenty, 
and get 


famous... 








we haven't 
found 
anyone 
we want 
to marry... 


shameful 
as itis, 


If that 
hap- 
pens... 





















































I'll serve as 
your observer 
from today 


forth. 





















since your 








While | also 









lifespan is isined i 
now less eva i 
than a year, ¥ ms 













| will be 
observing 

you starting 

today. 








Can this 
wait 
The last | until 
three | later? 
months 
of my 
life 
began 





























in pretty 

much the 
worst 

possible 





Fe Ait te Bilt Ade deen 
BwWRMxatbb 7K. 
SENS Ore ten 














Ghapterg3} 














| sold off 
all but 
three 
months 
of my life. 


my room. 









yey Many 
- ~<A people who 
sell their 


S hs\ lifespan 


and start 
to cause suddenly 


trouble. become 
desperate 








To protect 
against such 
situations, 


"observer" 
system. 


we have 
established 

what is 

called... 








The observer 
would 
immediately 
contact HQ 


and have 

your life were to 
terminated cause some 
on the spot. "trouble"? 








At Tha 


THF CUIS (Yr 
NidAtS)S at 


Which meant this 
“observer" was one 
phone,call,away 
















It's perfectly 
fine if you 
just pretend 
I'm not here. 


yourself as 
you usually 
would. 

















| will cease ths 
b yesterday 
my obser as well, 


vation. but for 
your last 
three 
days, 













Please 
endure 
until then. 

























| 
they When [Y 
apparently people only 
lose the will have a few 
to trouble maybe days left, 
others. due to 
resig- 





nation, 














they/can 
bevalone. 


= So for just 
B® those last 
fal D three days, 


A 
3 
(Bl 
6 
Q 
ts 














I'd call this a 


pretty awful 
way to spend 
the first day of 
these precious 
three months. 



























































With her 

=| watching 
how did | me, 

she intend } 
to have 
meals? 




































| didn't 
really 
think 
she had 
no need 
to eat 
or drink, 


























Tell 
Himeno 
how | feel. 





Meet and 


See some 
talk with beautiful 


Naruse... things... 











pent g6 to;school 
Don'tdo“any work 
» Eatisome tasty.things — 


~ Geetgome bEairPUl HHiNgs — 








J Wirite‘a wil 





Meet ghavtak with Naruse. 


yen Hiniene’ 





Vfeel__—— 





suggest 
against 
that one. 
































scarcely 
remembers 


you at all. 
And of 


course... 


Vv 


have some 
duty to 

probe and 

meddle? 





Even into 
this kind of 
thing? 






Tell me, 
do you 
observers... 














You 
even know 
about that? 





you made 
at age ten. 











That 
includes the 
promise 





know 
everything 
that's going 


to happen? 














Given 
the way 
you're 
talking, 









of what 
may have 
happened 
in your 
future life. 











are the 
possi- 
bilities 


Kusunoki, 
alll know 


















As your 
future 
changed 
lifespan. drastically 


when you 
sold your 


meaningless 
information 
at this point. 





So 


































Your life's 
"summary" 


Ms. 
Himeno 
seemed 
tobe 







avery 
significant 
person in 
your life. 







was filled 
to the brim 
with her. 





So everything 
else was too 
A unimportant? 




















meeting Thee 
Ms. Himeno maybe 
would be a 






waste of time. 
want my 


opinion, 


It would only 


spoil your 
memory of her. 









Thanks for 
the concern, 






it was 
spoiled a 
long time 
ago. 





















maybe 
‘cause you're 
you're trying | telling 
to protect me me this 
from getting 
hurt. 



















my "freedom 
to get hurt 
and despair"? Fy) 


Couldn't 
you say 





that such 
an action is 
taking away 





























What if | 
didn't want 






That was 











pretty to hear it 
peat but from you, 
. directly from 
Himeno's 








Well, | had 
only good 
intentions. 





what you 


Iwillnot Hy want. Solong 
as it does 


not trouble 
others, 


stop you. 





That's 

what 

| was 
gonna do 
anyway. 














that { I didn't 
Miyagi \ overlook 
seemed Va the fact 
to have 














a some- 
what 
somber 
look then. 





How- 
ever, 


| didn't give 
any deep 
thought 





buffoonery 
really 
picked up 
the pace. 


But she still 
follows, 








\ earn 
\ 

















Knowing 
with 





Isud- certainty 


I just 

cael denly how much 
to talk to phunan had left 
somebody. , 


inter- 
action. 





Imet 
Wakana 
in April. 























seen you 
until now. 











I think 
you're right 
about that. 


essent- 


we met _ially, 
in this 

old book- 
store? 








days later, 
we met 
again at 
college. 


I think 
I'm right 
about that, 





having 
long con- 
about versations 
books 
and 
music. 











\"read," 
sure, but 
that's 
where it 
ends. 


Reading is 
what people 
without 
anything 
else to do 

do. Be- 





I've never 
met some- 
one in my 
generation 


who's read 
more than 
me before! 


we'llhave Wer] 
to give you ; 
something 


Do you 
not have 
ET ullale} 

todo, 
Kusunoki? 


Other than 
part-time 
jobs, not 











the only girl 
in college 
to show 
any affection 
for me. 











So to keep 
Wakana 
from getting 
hopeful, 


I treated 
her with 
a blunt 

attitude. 





How- 
ever, 
| valued 
my pro- 
mise with 
Himeno. 





There was a 


part of me 


that was 
relieved 


by that. 


It seemed 
she wasn't 
able to 
answer 
right now. 


I chose 
my words 
carefully 




















The woman 
you just 
tried to call 


was, in 
your your eyes, 
last ray 
of hope. 


Ms. 


was the 
na 
last person 
who you 
thought 


may have 
loved you. 











Waka- 





compare 
answers. 


I didn't feel 
like going 
| headed solstayed back 
toa local where | was _ inside, 
super- and lita 


market. cigarette. 














but | dunno 
what's worth 
spending it 


So, 
she eats. 




















who 
together, 















































































was to 


observe 




















lenjoyed But... { 
this late- \ If leven 
night super- ) | have to 
market 1 i 
shopping ~ say it... 
witha \\ \ 
young girl. \ 
The very 
existence of 
was dis- this Miyagi girl 
agreeable{~ 
tome. 
her goal Even 


if 














had been 
a secret 
desire 


of mine. 


living 
with 


and us going 7" 
agirl 


shopping 
for food and 
beer while 

still in our 

loungewear 











a GH ee Meno 

BuRmMotbb 7%. 

EY a Ores Jae 
/ = ta a 
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drink with 
me? 


Y'know, 

I've been 
record of | wonder- 
actions. 





EAs Well, 
jot only that 
but I'm really drunk papal 
wanting to right shat 
drink with now. ator 
you. : ii 


I'm 


With these 
last three 
months, 


I'm gonna 
change 
something. 





I'm gonna 
get back at 
this world! 


That is 
what 
everyone 
















Despite 











now that having been 
arather 
That isa YO eve hopeless 
critical mis- thinkyou noticed Bean 
i cando your mis- 
judgment. ¥ before, 





anything. takes, 





was 
because 
in those - The reason of it this 
30 years, your lifespan way. 
JOuBccon: sold for only 


plished not 
one single 
thing. 











What can 


. aman 

change in — who would 
amere —_ accomplish 
three nothing in 30 









months? 








That 
it'salso said, 
too long 
todo 
nothing. 










You lose 
because you 
consider only 


yet definite you agree 







«Three 
too short months is 
atimeto simply 
change 
anything. 












So 
then, 





anumber 
of small 





don't 


joys? _ it's more 
shrewd to 
accumulate 















I still 
can't fully 















just how ee i 
stant 
useless you're Vé 
I really am. saying is / 





right. 









Allthe 
things that 
would've 
happened. 















you tell 
me? 









Just 
how did 






I could 
stop having heard 

anyun- that, 
reasonable 














lost thirty 
years? 





At this 
juncture, 


perhaps 
itis best 
that you 
know 
all of it. 





they are 
things that The things | 
cannever know were 
actually once possi- 
happen. bilities, 
but now, 


you need 
not despair 
at anything 
I say. 


just 
asa re- 
minder, 








should 
It'd only 
|hope come to that everbe 


it won't if there were despair- 
come at all. 


there's 
really no 
reason 


nothin' else ing. 
to come to. 





You 
merely 
listen jeaq PAY 


tO books, bills: 
music, 


you end up ically, 
inthe line 
of work 

you scorned 


and drink 
comes to be 
the only thing 

you look 

forward to. 


isto ride a SOMeness, 
motorcycle Your only 

around ‘obby 
aimlessly. 


passes in First 
the blinkof ofall, 


an eye. 
Ye your 


time in 
college 


You graduate 
having learned 
nothing in 
particular, 


You travel 
between 
home and 
work, eyes 
ever-vacant, 


Before you 
know it, you're 
approaching 
your late 
thirties. 





you are 
the only 
one in the 
collision. 


is that 
no one else 
is injured; 


andthe ability 
majority to walk, 
of your 
fingers. 


something 
good will 
still happen." 


To Loved by } ; 


grieving your no one, 

thatit last, 
should not 
have been 


this way. 


remem- 
bered by 
no one. 


yourself 
know, it isa 
dangerous 


In that 
accident, 


You begin 
to consider 
going to your 
last resort, 
but... 


This 
false hope 
until carries you 
ultimately, _ to fifty, 
you die alone, 
in shambles 
and with 
nothing. 





I'd say I'm 


\ Q really glad 


| sold off 
all thirty 


| \ years. 




















Hey now, Seems 
should you ; that’s piquing 


just be staring FEN her interest 
out there, a little... 


miss 
observer? 








were to 
suddenly 


Do you 
want me to 
watch you? 


Havin" 
you over \ | want you 
my shoul- to be gone 


makes “ger as soon as 


it hard 
todo any- 
thing. 





Heck, | think 
it might've 
been better 

if I'd sold off 

all but three 

days instead. 


Well, there 
is still time 
for that. 


If you truly 
can't stomach You are 


allowed two 
more lifespan 
transactions. 


my presence, 


then that 
is certainly 
an option. 

















Honestly, 
that seemed 
the more 
elegant way 
to do things. 












Ul keep it 
in mind. 


But even 
at this 
point, 












| was trapped 
by that devil's 
proof, hoping 
for something 
good. 





The three 
were dis- months 


tinct from 
go dying i i those "lost °°°™* 
just yet. 30 years" 
Miyagi told 
me about. 


I couldn't 











Smells 












The smell 
of women's 
\_ shampoo... 











Which 

Miyagi means 
used the that while 

shower. | was 


asleep, 














24 the power 





I need 
to sleep 
for to- 

mottow. 





But it wasn't 
easy to get 
back to 

sleep. 












So as! would 
typically do, 


| borrowed 








of music. 


















but a person I put 
who listens e onone 
to this on of my 
sleepless This unsold 
CDs, 






nights is just 








will what "Please 
never live I think, 2 . f)| Mr. Lost- |’ 
adecent man." 
life. 




















excused |, unfit 
myself for the 
from trying World, 
to get 
used to it. 
the price for 
that now. 


Using 
music like 
this, 



























How do 
you plan to 
spend today? 









































thought 

















Strictly in 
terms of 
appearance, 
she was 
exactly 
my type. 











this since 
I first 
met her, 









but Miyagi 
didn't look 
half-bad. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































= But anugly, If my 
drawing having dirty, ‘obser 
attentionto Miyagi middle- had ver 
my warped lingering aged man - | | been the 
desires and around, opposite 
miserable of her - 
hopes, 
oP 
ay 
I'm sure I'd 2 
ony » be able to h | ( 
i relax more see, {2 
mawnde and think Sy 
rassment. f arial 
















Are those 


but about 
really 


the items 





This is just 
a personal 
opinion, 


on that 
list... 






things you 

want to do 
deep in your 
heart? 








died. 














tf! Well, that's 
might say, what | was 
ight say, thinking 


you've made 
a list of things you 
feel someone else 
might want to do 
before they 
















it feels 
as if... 


about too. 







| witea wt : 
| Neat a Fak with Naruse — 








yea Mento Wow Feel 








| want to 


Idie. 








do before 
there really 
isn't a single 










The truth 
might be 





that 
















Even 
still, 





| feel that 
there must bea 
method more 
suited to you. 









I need 
to be 


alittle more 
honest about 

my warped 

desires and 
miserable hopes. 











Spend 

my last 
months 
following 
instinct. 





Think 
cheaper, 





What's worth 
repairing at 
this point? 


I'm sure 
there's 
nothing 
to lose. 











How 
many 











books 
read? 


How 
many 
more 


You 
should 
probably 
takea 
good 
look. 


This may 


be the 


last rainbow 
you ever 


see. 





Between 
now and 














cigarettes 
would 
I smoke? 











when 


how I died, 


many more 
CDs would 
I listen to? 























might 
be for the 
last time. 





You 
been doing 
good? 
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He's 
a friend 
from high 











This guy 
who's 
coming, 













Totally 
opposite 
but stand- 
we were ings, 
similar in 
an odd 
way. 














Iwas an 
outcast. 









I'd like 
to have 
acarefree 
chat with 
him again. 
















When 
Sol was we were 
thinking together, 










we could 
laugh off any 
and all bad 

things. 






















thad || To tell 
another the 


objective. | | truth, 





























| hoped 
that the 
relationship 
between 
me and 
Miyagi, 


would be 
misinter- 


Naruse, aN watching 

\ me with an 

observing 
eye, 


Naruse. 

















It was a 
pathetic 
hope. 











But just 
once 
Iwanted before 
totaste died, 


















I've gota the feeling 
request... of being a 
pretty girl's 


boyfriend. 





Are you 
ready to 
order? 




















You okay 
not ordering 
anything? 




















refrain 


from talking 
tome when 
in public. 
















al. 
believe, 







sence of us 


observers | did explain 


this to you at 
the start, but... 






cannot be 
sensed by 
anyone except 
for those we 
observe. 













Any 


sensation , 
is ‘ (AM 
treated | give & F 



























that you 
currently 
appear 





as if you 
are talking 
toair. 


































{Aw By the time 


we started Ne | we'd told 
7 speaking ce 4) \) each other 
asifback candidly how things 
inhigh with one | were going, 
school. another, y = SO | 
a | ee 





















As we 
laughed 
Ane aad about 
re sit pointless 
about my "stuff, 


encroaching 
death. 



















Until 


I'd say 
| was 
having 


came out 
of his 
mouth, 


that 











fun. 














still draw 
at all? 


you 








bp ) 
F\| eversince # 
I got to 


college. 


..Nah, 

| haven't 
done any 
drawing 












Idunno draw- 
what = ND 
| would've 

















That's 
the one 


thing 
you can't 
laugh at. 
























something 
|_| that's okay 
to laugh at. 




















And! 
thou- 
ght 








you, at least, 
would have 
understood 
that. 
















It 
you've just would 
nowcome seem 
to hate 
Mr. Naruse 










compare 
answers. 














But in truth, 
Mr. Naruse 


es TLASIS Ss) 





And a minor 
thing would 
ending leadtoa 
with the two dispute, 
of you angrily 





Originally, 

you would 
two years. have 
from now, Tet Mr 


inaway Naruse 


similar to 








You 
should 
before Cutit off 
itreaches S000 
that point. 


of placing 
your hopes 
in this man. 






























































]] approval 
of my 
thoughts, 


| who was 
inthe 


really care 
for Naruse 
the person, 


Naruse 
had 
changed, 


Inever 


ii 











When you're 
done with 
that obser- Ireally 

vation log or am sorry. 
you whatever, 
wanna 

drink? 


Hey, 


Because 
it didn't 
hit. 











you want Are you 
to drink saying that 
with me? 





You 
should've Well, 
just said that apologies, 
first then. but! —Isee. 
mon can't. 
the job. 





..1 get lonely 
sometimes, 


like anybody 


thing like 
that, 


Ijust 
found it 
a bit odd. 


Looks like | 
Ineed to 


should 
have been 
clear, 


but it : wouldn't 
seemed suddenly 
Iwas still get nicer. 
hoping 
deep down. 














I decided to 
write a will. 


























Sol tried 
taking 
about an 
hour 


What did 
| want to 








limmediately 
to write a thought of 
letter to my childhood 
Himeno. friend, 
Himeno. 








my eyes 
to think 








| don't know what you think of me by now, 
but I've kept loving you since that day 

ten years ago. 

| survived until twenty because of 

my memories from when | was with you, 
and | won't survive beyond twenty 
because | can't stand a world without you. 
Now that I'm about to die, I've finally 
realized that. In a way, I've already been 
dead for along time. Ever since the day 
we went our separate ways. 

Goodbye. I'm praying ten-year-old me 
survives inside you for a little longer. 








To sum- 
marize 
what 
lended 
up with: 























When 
was the 
last time 
| wrotea 

letter? 











to yourself, 
ten years 
from now. 


TT is 
car cet 








don't forget 
about this" 
might be 
good 
things to 











thename — write 
of the person 
who's your best 
friend now. 


at the 

end of 
the 

letter, 








\ you plan 
: | to spend 
today? 














Time 
capsule 
raiding. 














you won't 
just sneak 
intoa 


Na and dig school 


Nl tural- holes in 
wait for ly, the middle 
night. of the day? 





























This was 
spur of the 
moment, 





Perhaps you 
might tour 
some places 
from your 








and I'm 
not sure 
how to 
pass the 
time. 


















NY 


With the 
exception 


of Ms. much of 
Himeno, agood 


las- past in 
this town. 





"be So. to hear it 


out of your 
mouth. 


more 
cautious 
hence- 
forth. 











Gonna be 
another 
scorcher... 


I don't 
have 


. lespe- 
Is that don't want cially 











Places 
from 
my past, 


bring up 
her name 
so lightly. 









invisible 
to everyone 













seen by 
those | 
observe. 









Although 
there are 
excep- 
tions... 
















ls some- 
thing the 
matter? 







Iwondered cansee 
why you'd = YOu, 
fuss over 

your appear- 

ance. 





Nope, 
nothing. 













Even if 
you had 
no plans 
to meet 
anyone, 








Ido it for 
myself. 






you 
would still 
shower, 
wouldn't 
you? 





















It 





If it were 


























Iwas glad 
Icould get any other seated 
back at her. girl, I'd have Miyagi 
But since Tushed to really took 
apologize. offense 






it was 
Miyagi, 





at that 
remark. 


























Aso-called 
“secret 






































the time 
capsule 
buried ten 


years ago. 
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\ 4 a 
pi) od 


*clatteel W 





I'm gonna 
die in afew 
months. 


Ishould 
| be allowed 
that much. 





Are you 
sure 
you should 
be reading 
other 
people's 
letters? 





I'd read 
all the 
letters in 
the capsule, 


the only 
isolated 
name was 
mine. 


: | wAnd Ms, 
Ifonly Himeno's 
Himeno’s y letter is 
nowhere 
tobe 





I should 


You oug 
hope you 


have just your past not cling 


neglected relation- 


all of them. 


Why did 
Ms. Wakana 
abandon 
you? 


Did you 
show up 
to any class 
reunions? 


understand 
now? 


‘onto 


Did you 
ever send 
Ms. Himeno 
After asingle 
high school, letter? 
did you once 
contact Mr. 
Naruse? 





don't you 
feel that 
clinging 

tothe J 
\ past now 


.-Pardon 
the remark, 


is asking 
for too 
much? 


















































| was just 
confused. 




















mo- 
todo Ihada ment, 
something sudden 
terrible to impulse 
Miyagi. 










I've gota 


question 
for you. 

















Once an 
observer 











how 


















much 
before finds their 
they, 0f2 /2gis doing “subject 
lifespan’s tere an “inap- 
pear propriate 
termi- ee 


nated? 








And why 
would you 
be asking? 


Basic- 


I want to ally, 
know how 
long it'd ! if |were to 
take 4 get violent 
before with you 
ywoulg \ right here, 
be killed. 


















After that, 
it wouldn't 
And take 20 
escape minutes. 
would be 
completely 
impossible. 


Con- 
tact 










can be 
made 
instantly. 


















So, I'd 
have about 
ten-some 
minutes to 
act freely? 














Nobody 
said anything 
like that. 

















and use 
her to 

fulfill my 

desires? 




















pin her 
on the 
floor, 




















If | did, 








Maybe I'd 
be adding 
another 
wound 














like the 
big one on 
her knee. 





Maybe 
| would 
take even 
her nearly . more light 


pitch-black 


once 
it was 
totally all 


over, 
unfazed. she'd 


just 
makea 
sarcastic 
remark, 

































































































Must be 
a nasty 








Having to 
deal with 
garbage like 
meall the 








standing 


is appre- 
ciated. 











Guys who 
go nuts 
when they're 
about to 


theiranger ¥ There's 


out on their She no shortage of 
observer. hy A guys like me, 











There have 
been many 
who go 






to much 
further 
extremes. 













Asa 
matter 
of fact, 











you are 
more of an 
easy case. 








because 
|had to, 





that's 













Why 
would you 
take such 

ajob? 








--l would 
have 
thought 


you had 
no interest in 
anyone but 
Ms. Himeno. 


KR 











Tell me the 
not-simple 
version. 







































have con- 
sidered 

what | did 

earlier. 


=| 























not true 


iftdidn't tall 


see any 
charm in 
you, 








You don't 












have to 
Ihave if you tlk 
nothing don't 
particularly want to. 
to hide 
in my past... 








lal- 
that one ready 
cansell told 
but also Not just 
health _life- 
and time, span, 










Isold 
my time. 





thirty years 
of it. 








Though = Most 
by doing 5 Lye of the 
50, and observers 


choke are people 
they to sell @{ who came 


effectively A to the sho} 
sold their their time. like you i 
safety and 
relationships 
as well... 












If you 
sold 
thirty 
years, 










assuming you'll be 
| survive to free in your 
see it. forties? 





Why 












would you 
I told you need money 
it's not very that bad? 


interesting? 














I recall that 
| was only 
six years 
old. 











It seemed 
she was 


with the always dis- 


reality she satisfied 
lived in. 


When my 
mother 
became 
an ob- 

server 
and 
vanished 
from my 
sight, 





for selling 

decades of 
time to 
buy more 
lifespan. 


To 
this 
Ido day, 
not quite 
understand 
her reason 








| wish this 


sorry excuse 
had never 
been born... 





she 
frequently 
reminded 

me. 
















3 Afew 
I'm unsure years into 
of her exact being an 

cause of observer, 


it's clear 
she was 
killed by an 
observation 





















As much as 
you may 







When 
I first heard 
that, 















injury and 











| wondered 


pai : illness are 
if tl at wasn't another matter 
considered entirely. 


fraud. 














.-The 
man who 
informed 


told me me of her 
something death 


else of 
importance. 











You have 
a debt. 








for you 
to pay it 
back 


There are The 
only three enormous 
ways debt my 
mother left. 


Sell your 
or sell lifespan, 


your 
health. 
are your sell your 
time, 











































It'sa 


But for what lonely 





it's worth, line of 
it has given work, 
me deep \ with 
into _ insight ) many 
people's dangers. 
lifestyles 
and the 
value of life. 








Thinking 
of it in 
those terms, 
it's not such 
a bad job. 































were If my 
actually _ life- 
worth — span 
anything, 


So it'd be 
better to 
sell it. 


certainly 
| would 
do so. 









The 
same as 
yours. 


What's it 
worth? 
















apologize 
for taking it 





If I've been 
overly harsh 
with you, 













| believe 
it's because 
of how you 
overlap with 
myself. 






























you're 
right. 







You're 
absolutely 
right. 











even more 
reason to just 

die already? but 
isn't 
that 


It means 
there's 
nothing 
to look 
forward to. 
















Well, 
I don't 
wanna 
be 
rude, 





irrecon- 
There's citable 


no point fool. 
in living, 


because 
I take after 
my mother, 
who bought 
lifespan and 
clung to 


And yet | 
suppose 


hope. 


yet I'm 


compelled 
to survive. 












"Perhaps 
something 
good will 
Don't happen 
you someday." 
think? 









You see, 
it's not that 


Iknowa guy 
who died 
saying that 
to himself and 
getting nothing 
out of it. 
























































Hahaha.., 














































































































Seeing 
Miyagi 
relaxing 


for the 
first time, 


















About 
what 
Himeno's 
like now. 











Could you 
tell me? 











will be 
harsh. 










want to 
know. 











